
Dear all, 

In this time of lockdown, we are all finding our way, being careful, and hoping for an early 

breakthrough. It is sad that much of normal life is on hold.  We should have been undertaking a mission 

for two weeks from the end of March but this was stopped when Uganda introduced 2 weeks quarantine 

for all people coming in to the country and we usually fly into Entebbe before driving west to our 

Uganda school and onwards to the Congo border. 

We were very disappointed as there were plans to teach ultrasound and health education as well as 

visiting all the projects. We also hoped  to visit surrounding villages where there were cholera outbreaks 

and presumably problems with clean water. 

So John taught himself how to create websites, as www.newhope.co.uk has needed a bit of an upgrade 

for a while. Thank you to Michael Stubbs for being a patient tutor! 

News from various nations where we have partners 

Uganda has had some Covid-19 cases but amazingly, no deaths.  

However it has suffered serious effects from the lockdown and 

border closures. Most of their 89 cases came in with truck drivers 

from Kenya and Tanzania, bringing goods from eastern sea ports.  

Prices of staple food have rocketed here and we have had to 

send emergency funds to our partners. The President plans to 

open up gradually with announcements this week to open up 

some non-essential businesses. Schools are remaining closed. 

We have sent emergency aid to our partners to provide food for 

the poorest families. 

The Philippines has been similarly challenged by the lockdown and churches are working hard to 

support the needy. Our pastor Joshua, and several of the family were stuck in quarantine after returning 

from a mission trip abroad. Dr Don Double is keen to be involved in serving his local hospital during 

the present crisis. 

The lockdown in the Democratic Republic of Congo has been swift and draconian. Most cases have 

been in the capital of Kinshasa but a handful have reached the rural areas.  Pastor Alexandre reports that 

there is no transport out of Butembo where he lives, due to cases in nearby towns.  As a result, food 

prices are rising dramatically, partly due to closure of the border with Uganda, and partly due to the 

cessation of transport.  Businesses are closed with no government support. 

Thankfully, to date there have only been 682 confirmed cases and 34 deaths but the lockdown is 
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causing great hardship. These numbers could be higher as testing is patchy. The hospitals are ill-

equipped to cope with huge numbers of sick people with only a few dozen ventilators in the whole 

nation for a population of 84 million. 

We have also been very concerned about the DRC over Ebola. We 

had thought that Ebola was finished. WHO states that there need to 

be 42 clear days without a case in order to declare the epidemic to 

be finished. But at day 40, on 11th April 2020, the Ministry of 

Health confirmed the death from Ebola of a 26-year-old man in the 

city of Beni.  An 11-month-old girl treated at the same health centre 

also died, it was announced subsequently, and a 7-year-old girl is 

currently being treated for the virus. Here is a photo of a worker in 

full PPE. 

It marks a significant blow as the last previously recorded Ebola case was on 17 February and DRC was 

therefore on the verge of ending an outbreak that has killed more than 2,200 people since August 2018.  

Meanwhile measles has killed 6,000, mostly children.  

A vaccination programme would have prevented this. 

Pastor Alexandre tells us that the ADF (Allied 

Democratic Forces), a rebel group originating in 

Uganda with Islamic roots, is continuing to slaughter 

local villagers.  The result is that more widows and 

orphans pour into the town of Kasindi, where the 

‘New Hope’ health centre is based. The clinic is 

struggling to get medicines, and children are dying of 

malaria and malnutrition as we write. 

UNHCR (United Nations High Commission for 

Refugees) distributed some mobile money to 6,000 IDP’s (internally displaced people) in Beni and 

Butembo in early April but they don’t seem to focus any resources on Kasindi which has also received 

thousands of these refugees. 

We prayed for the situation on the Frontline live prayer Facebook link 2 weeks ago and as a result a 

generous donor gave a large gift which has been sent out to help the situation in Kasindi and provide 

immediate relief. 

Unlike us in the UK, church members don’t have easy access to digital technology, so they are not 

getting any input from the pastors and teachers.  There is concern that many could fall away during this 

time.  We are praying that the lockdown will have the reverse effect with people praying more and 

remembering the verses they have heard during church services.  We pray that the churches would in 

fact be filled to overflowing when they re-open. 



In Pakistan our pastor friend, whom we can’t safely name, told us 

that UK aid was being distributed by the government.  Sadly, 

however, preference was shown to Muslim families, and many 

Christian communities were being overlooked.  We have sent 

emergency funds to him. He has used the money to buy basic 

provisions for 90 families to keep them going for the next two 

weeks. 

Present project updates and needs 

The school in western Uganda 

This year, following a generous donation, we bought 

land to build two more classrooms so that there 

would be a full complement of classes right up to P7. 

This makes the school more appealing to parents who 

know that their children can complete their primary 

education in one place. There are presently 212 

children in the school. 

Our 24 bed ‘New Hope’ Clinic in DRC 

New Hope gives £500 per month, and the clinic is starting to have an income stream from microscopy, 

ante-natal care and safe delivery.  Pastors share the gospel on a daily basis with waiting patients and 

relatives.  We hoped to add a basic ultrasound service in March, with a generously donated quality 

machine and delivering a training programme.  This will add additional income capacity, and help reach 

self-sustainability.  Sadly, this is having to wait for John to be able to visit to deliver the machine and a 

week of training.   

 The plans to build a dormitory for 

near delivery mothers to wait safely 

were going well.  Work on this and 

the patient kitchen and washrooms 

was progressing as shown, but has 

been temporarily halted due to 

closure of the Uganda border and 

inability to get building materials. 

Land purchase for poor families to farm in DRC 

The ability for families to farm land and provide for their families is our vision for the future. Not least 

because this is good and right, but also because this is part of our plan for self-sufficiency to take over 

from the feeding programme.  Having rented land for 2 years, and given farming tools and seeds, we 



know there is a real desire for self-sufficiency in 

farming.  The added bonus of this project which we 

had not foreseen is that working the land has been 

really therapeutic for those whose lives have been 

devastated by violence. 

We had purchased 3 hectares for £2,600 which 

enabled 70 families to farm.   This land has already 

been planted and we pray for a good harvest.  

Following a generous donation we are now able to 

repeat this and buy another 3 hectares.  These 6 

hectares will be farmed by some of the world’s poorest families.  Thank you! 

The Congo feeding programme 

At present this is 5 times per week, spread over the week for 120 children below 10 yrs old.  Some have 

been critically malnourished, and the programme has undoubtedly saved some lives. We started at $420 

per month for 3 days (Monday, Thursday and Saturday) and increased to $700 per month for 5 days in 

late 2018 as it was unreasonable to leave such big gaps.   

A recent generous donation is ensuring that we can continue this programme into 2022 at 5 days per 

week, by which stage we hope that the farming output will take over. 

The school in Kasindi 

There is no free education in Congo for any ages.  We started the school in 2016, with teachers from the 

refugee population.  We now have 8 classes educating over 300 pupils, and a recent donation has 

ensured that we can now pay teachers into mid 2021. 

Overall 

We are so grateful to many of you for your generous support.  It is not just funds, but we know many of 

you pray for the work of New Hope. 

We send love and thanks, 

 


